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Field Report Assignment on Music Culture Model
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfYngvtnyls 

Affect: the group performing, Monsta X, aims to make the audience feel excited about celebrating Kcon (which is an annual event used to celebrate Korean pop music and bring together fans from all over the world) through their upbeat songs and choreography. Throughout their performance, they wanted to convey their concept of bringing in a new era of kpop by debuting their new song “jealousy”. They constantly engage with the audience by encouraging them to sing along or chant the names of the members, making them more excited for the next performance to come. This video made me feel proud about how much the kpop industry has grown  and how it is becoming more well-known around the world. When I had first gotten interested into korean pop music, it was not very popular amongst the general public, but fast forward a few years later, it is one of the most listened genres on today’s top picks.  

Performance: this performance was planned from the start and was one of the main showcases at this international event. It was held specifically in Thailand for 2018, seeing as how the location for Kcon changes every year. The performance included a lot of choreography in order to keep the attention of those who do not understand the korean lyrics. The group constantly engaged with their audience and encouraged them to sing along to the parts of the song that were in english. In addition, several stage lights and effects were used to match the mood of the performance and the message of the song. 

Community: Kcon is sponsored by CJ E&M, Koreaboo, and Mnet media, all of which are Korean companies. The group performing in this video is called Monsta X, which consists of 7 members, all of whom are korean and trained in korea under the same company. Monsta X has been active since 2014 and have fan from all over the world. The community, in this case Thailand, is very supportive of korean pop music and had tens of thousands of fans come and see this performance. They promote kpop in their own country and accept it as a part of their youths culture. 

Memory/ History: the event has historical significance because it celebrates the 6th year several kpop groups are able to travel the world and share their culture with others who share a passion for pop music. In the past, Kpop groups would only perform in Korea and to a korean audience, but today they are traveling all over the world and sharing the characteristics of korean music with all kinds of people. This performance serves to be a special memory for those who are attending a kpop concert for the first time and also for the performers who are coming to Thailand for the first time to meet their fans.  

